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Carol Browner, Administrator 
SW U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Richard Moore, 
Executive Director 401 M St. ‘,, 
Rosa Cruz-Samudio Washington, D.C. 20460 Joaquin Lujan 
Omar Osiris 
Ebony Madyun Dear Ms. Browner: Bianca Encinias 

Coordinahkg Council We are writing on behalf of the Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic 
Representatives Justice regarding the Draft Revised Guidance for Investigating Title VI Administra- Arizona: 
Teresa Lea1 tive Complaints Challenging Permits. 

Nogales 

California: We had many reservations about the initial guidance, so our staff and numerous Rosa Acosta 
Richmond affiliate members spent many long hours reviewing documents, preparing comments 

Gordon Mar 
San Francisco and participating in meetings with the goal of strengthening the policy document. We 

are very displeased with the revised guidance so much that we are of the opinion that 
New Mexico: 
Dtiiel Fuentes the guidance should be abandoned all together. 

Sunland Park 

Texas: The guidance fails to incorporate any substantive recommendation made by the 
Viola Casares 

San Antonio Southwest Network and other environmental justice groups. Suggestions pertaining 
Rev. R. T. Conley to the policy for accepting complaints, the rights complainants have in the review 

Dallas 
process, the method for determining disparate impact, and the mannner for determin- 

Youth: ing the facilities, stressors and impacts to be considered were completely ignored, In Carmela Corder0 
Coahuila, MX addition, EPA did not address our request that a broader policy that covers enforce- 

Native American ment, clean-up and other relevant issues be developed. We are attaching the South- 
Representatives: west Network’s October 16, 1998 list of comments to the Title VI Interim Guidance 
Carletta Tilousi 

Havasupai Tribe in the hopes that EPA will incorpd’rate them into the revised policy. 
JosC Matus 

Yaqui Tribe I
Not only is the revised guidance unresponsive to the concerns raised by the environ- 

Mexico: 
Elizabeth Robles mental justice community, but it also introduces many new provisions that place Title -

Coahuila VI complainants at an even greater disadvantage. The rights of complainants have ,
Carmen Valadez 

Baja California been eroded to the extent that they cannot possibly participate meaningfully in deci- 
sions related to informal resolution, area specific agreements, adverse impact analysis . 
and justification. Furthermore, statements that “ one facility will likely not be the 
sole source of disparate impact” and that “ economic benefit may be a justification 
for disparate impact” send a clear message that EPA has no intention of every ruling 
against a recipient of federal assistance. 
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We have nothing positive to say about this process. We feel that the environmental 
justice community has been treated with the utmost disrespect. We will not~fumer 
participate in this process and will have to think long and hard before allowing the EPA 
to deplete our very scarce financial and human resources in this manner again. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Moore 
Executive Director 
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